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FOREWORD

The study guide «How to read and write in Russian correctly»
teaches children to read and write in Russian according to the
Russian school technique of spelling.

The authors relied on the tradition of the Russian school when
calligraphy was considered not only as a means of teaching writing
but also as a way to develop basics of spelling literacy.

The study guide is structured with regard to methods of
teaching Russian as a foreign language and methodical requirements
for teaching Russian in Russian schools.

This study guide is for children learning Russian outside
Russia and for those unfamiliar with the Russian alphabet.

The study guide uses the easiest version of the English
transcription of Russian letters which can be replaced by another at
the discretion of the teacher.

The authors purposefully used the easiest types of exercises
which can be used by professional teachers as well as everyone who
knows Russian and wants to impart knowledge to children.

A teacher should pay attention to the fact that sequence of the
Russian letters presentation is not in an alphabetical order in this
study guide. It proceeds from methodical practicability on a «simple-
to-complex» basis.

The study guide involves a significant vocabulary expansion
as it is based on intensive motor skills of writing Russian letters,
syllables, words, sentences and connected texts. It facilitates
memorizing Russian words as well as inflection which is an
important step to understanding Russian grammar.

GOOD LUCK!



ALPHABET

Aa Ao— (a) [a] Cc & — (3¢) [s]

66 & — (63)[b] TT Jm — (13) [t]

Be 4 — (83)[V] Yy % — (y) [u]

rr % —(ra) [g] 0 % — (30) []

Aa 2 — (m3)[d] XX Zo — (xa) [h]

Ee & — (e)[e, je] Uu % — (u3) [ts]

Eé & — (é)[jo ‘o] Yy % — (4e) [ch]

XK Hone — (ke)[zh] Ww %w — (wa) [sh]

33 3 — (39)[z] Wy %u— (ua) [sh']

MW % — (n) [1] b » — (j 3Hak TBépmoCTU
e

Wi 2u— (i) [3] bl & — (bl) [y]

Kk 2= — (ka)[k] b ¢ — (' 3HAaK MArKoCTH

N pasAeNeHUN) itis called the «soft sign»
because it softens the sound that comes before it.

Nn 4. — (3nb)[1] I3 % —(3) [e]
MM M — (3M)[m] o e — (10) [ju, ‘u]
HH % — (3H)[n] fla % — (a) [ja, ‘a]

0o & — (0) [o]
nn 7= — (na)[p]
Pp % — (ap)(r]

NG iz




K ’ Lesson 1 /

Sponr— e —— | oo

ogure Gl — Ottt

BYKBBI (LETTERS) Aa Oo Mwm Kk Tt

: N
Aa (a) [a] Do (0) [0]

Ml (om) [M] Ak (xa) [K ]
Hm () [t]




BYKBA Aa Az [a]

Packpace 0ykBb1 (Colour letters).

4 )

NG \ /

! B kHure u B TeTpaau pycckue OyKBbI Aan@

OJNMHAKOBBI C JIATUHCKHNMU 6yKBaMI/I / \a-

In a book and a workbook Russian letters Aa /éa/

look the same as Latin letters Aa.

Oo6Benu Junuu (Lead lines).

OoBenu 0ykBbI (Lead letters).

A a
Aa



M/ﬂ/ W& (Write letters).
A

BYKBA Oo s [o]

Packpace 0ykBbI (Colour letters).

4 )

N \ Y,

! B kHure u B TeTpaau pycckue OyKBbI OO 00 OJIMHAKOBBI C
JIATUHCKUMU 6yKBaMI/I OO
In the book and the workbook Russian letters OO 00 look the same as

Latin letters Q0. 1t should be noted that

the letter «O» can be pronounced in a different way in terms of its position
in a word.

Oosenu Junuu (Lead lines).

o O (b



OoBean 0ykBbI (Lead letters).

0y

0@00/



J%oa

0@0
JgO/O/

00/0

BYKBA MM A (3m) [m]

Packpace 0ykBbl (Colour letters).

M M.\%m/w/

! B kuure — MM B TETpaau — W
y P
B KHMIax JaTUHCKUE OYKBBI M m

U pyccKue OyKBbI MM ITOXOKH,

a B TETpafsaX MalleHbKue OYKBBI pasHble: M = | l l

11



In the book — MM in the workbook — /M/w Latin
M M and Russian MM letters are similar but
small letters are different in the copy-books: ¢ = M.

The letter MM has two sounds: a hard and a soft.

OoBean aunnum (Lead lines).

OoBenu 0ykBbI (Lead letters).

M
M

A

o
./W W&, CAOUU U MO&CI/ (Write letters, syllables
and words). |

M

12



oS/ ]
;”/ f/ f/ /’/ f/ i'/ f‘/
F JZb/Cb JV/%CD i'/ f/ f/ i'/ f/




BYKBA Kk /i (xa) [K]

Packpace 6ykBbI (Colour letters).

o

KK A

| B Kamre - KK, B TETPaIH — /@%
B kHUrax pycckue u JaTUHCKUE 00JIbIINE OYKBBI
OJIMHAKOBBI, a MaJieHbKkHe HeT — K # K.

B Terpansx natuHckas K rosxe apyras — k + K.

I'In the book — KK in the workbook — a@f/ In the
books Russian and Latin capital letters look the same but
not the small ones — K # K. In the copy-books Latin k

is different as well — K + K.

OoBenu sunuu (Lead lines).

OoBenu 0yxBbI (Lead letters).

fo £

14



! ! ! /! ! !
W Wb U CAOUL (Write letters and syllables). /

S / / / /
7 / /

R /

K/ !/ K/ f/ ;’/
vaY ﬁ/ﬁ/ !/ f/ ;’/ /’/ /
/ f‘/ f/ z’/ f’/ ;’/
I 7 f/ z’/ f’/ f‘/
/ / f’/ f/ f'/ .:"/
o / / / /

4% j?‘/ﬁ/ t/,f /f’ /f f/f‘
/7;0//ﬁ/ IZM/ / z'/ ;’/ x’/ z'/
/ 1'/ f'/ f/ z’/ z’/
IO /% z’/ z'/ f/ z’/ f/
i/ f’/ f/ i/ ;’/
(9?/ L@ﬁ/} z’/ K/ ,/ ;’/
/ / / / / /




Mak %

Hapucyii mak u W%Mb PHCYHOK.

Draw a poppy seed and sign the drawing.

Hpounraii u HAIUUUAL (Read and write).

AM
Mo
OmMm
AK
Ka
Ox
Ko
Mam
Mom
Kam

Kom
Kak

TEPRERRRRRRE
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Kox  Aor

BYKBA Tt Jim (13) [t]

Packpace 0ykBbI (Colour letters).

T, T

N

! Bonbias u MajnieHbKas pycckue OyKBbI TT
B KHUI'aX OJMHAKOBBI, a [IUIIEM MbI UX TaK: % 7 + A
[TuceMennas pycckas Oyksa —770. TlucbMeHHas JIaTHHCKas OyKBa — t
Capital and small Russian letters Tt look the same in the books, but we write
them like this % 7 # . The written Russian letter —777. The

written Latin letter — T.

Oo6Benu Junnu (Lead lines).

17




O6Ben Gyxsbi (Lead letters).
Jm
Jm

WM W(x, CAOUU W cuw&b (Write letters, syllables

and words).

JRE IR Ll



o
Towa
Lom,

fomo

/th_mm,«/ Wmom (Write proposals ).
hmo maue!

o maa.

Nlaw rom.

NMaawe, maas.

W Oﬁﬁ %m@w W 1TUHUCAL (Test yourself.

Read and write ).

YurtaeM (Read); KTO Tam?

W/w (Write).

Ypraem: Tam mama.
Thens:

19



Yuraem: Tam Toma?

/(Z—LM&/M.'

Yuraem: Tam KOT.

/(Z—Mwa/w:

Yuraem: A k10 Tam?

/(Z—Mwa/w:

Yuraem: Tam Mmakaka (There is a monkey).

e

[ Moanummu kapTunku (Sign pictures).

-

20



_esson 2

K BYKBBI Cc Yy Pp /

E Co (0) [s] Fy (y) [ul 4+ (p) [1] ]

BYKBA Cc Cc (3¢) [5]

Packpacph OyKBBI.
- \ J

21




!B KHHT€ U B TETpaau OyKBEI Cc &noxoxm

Ha JIAaTHHCKHE GYKBEI, HO 0003Ha9al0T 3BYK [S].

In the book and the work-book letters Cc (¢ look the same |
as Latin letters but they are pronounced like [s]. '

Oo0Beau JUHUMU.

OﬁBezm- OYKBBI.

C L
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PEPTED

Jhuens caoba.
&&/L{/ himself
W helfself

Coin itsels
Cous catfisk
Cot juice

Uoa wasp
Aoca piit
Aacea box office
AOROC coconut
Mocra mask

BYKBA Yy % (y) [u]

My %

Packpach OyKBBI.




! B xuure u B TeTpaau OyKBbI yy %
MIOXO0KU HA JTJATUHCKUE OYKBbI Yy (urpek),
Ho oGo3Hauaot 38y [U].

In the book and the workbook letters Vy % look the same

as the Latin letter Yy, but it is pronounced like [U].

OO0Beau JUHHUH.

A (, __ _

OO0Benu OyKBBI.

14
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SRR RN

Jhwuens croba.
% moustache

Copf bough

@m piece
W sum
W bag
W/ﬂ/ breadstuff
j/—ég/ﬁ’b here

25
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[ IMocMOTpHM HA KAPTHUHKHA U W HX.

~ Cymxa YTKa Cok

Macka

Y

26




BYKBA Pp % Gp) [r]

Packpach OYKBBI.

) D
B
- \ D,

! [TocMoTpH BHUMATEIIBHO, KAK MUIITYTCS
OoJibilIasi U MaJieHbKasi OyKBhbI Pp.
Look carefully how capital and small letters Pp are written.

2L
rrr

O06BeaM JIMHUH.

27



Oo0Beau OyKBBI.

270

1

WW&MW.

SRR S

28



Rl L R
S

[ Hoanuim KapTUHKU.

Pot
|
Jom

29






77 .
KOKéC coconut
Koca plait

YM mind

31



CyMKa bag
CaM himself
Keicca box office
PO,Ma Roma
KTO who
KOT tomeat
PYKEi hand
MéCKa mask
VTKa duck
POT mouth
Paxk crayfish
KpéCKa paint

[PaCCMOTpn KAPTHHKH H W HX.

g Cymka V1Ka Cok
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TPH

Lesson 3

QVKBI)I Bs Hu b6 XV

-

o

B (83) V] A (om) [N]
Hd (63) [8] L (xa) [h]

~

%

33



BYKBA BB 44 (83) [V]

Packpach OyKBBI.
~
» D
IR
AN Y

-

I

! B knure u B Tetpaau pycckue OykBbl BB 658

MOX0KHU Ha JJATUHCKUE OyKBBI BB, HO 3By4aT mo-Apyromy:
BOT — [vot], Bosa — [vova].
In the book and the work-book Russian letters Bs 46 look the
same as Latin letters but they sound in a different way.

Oo0Beau JUHHNH. _

BE LB F

OO0Beau OyKBBI.

34



Tsses dynbse. /

[IpouuTaem cioru ¢ OykBoii B:

AB Ba OB Bo ¥YB By

'

:

@&@@%&?

35



BYKBA Hu #« (3m) [n]

Packpacph OyKBBI.

! B knure u B retpaau pycckue 0yksol Hu %
MOX0H Ha JJATUHCKYIO0 OYKBY H, HO 3ByUar mo-ipyromy:
BOH — [vON], Hoc [nos], HaTa — [nata].

In the book and the work-book Russian letters Hu # look the
same as Latin letters but they sound in a different way. The

letter «<H» can be pronounced as the soft or the hard sound in
terms of its position in a word.

36



Oo0Beayn JUHHUU.
Hoe Mo Ho

O0Benu OYKBBI.

VA A

HA
A

YA

[IpouuTaem cioru ¢ OykBoit H:

An Ha O Ho YH Hy

WMW.
A

37



IR SRR R

JTwuwens croba.

§§§§'§§

(1) On
BoBa AHTOH

Omna

AnpHa Hart

s

38



Yumaen uw nuuens
- hmo moaun?

~ Naww Aura. Bor orey.
= A Boba mau?

BEVKBA B0 4/ (69) [b]

Packpach OyKBBI.

EENS

N

! B knure u B retpaau pycckue 0ykBbl b6 b(_af
COBCEM He IOXO0KH Ha JJAaTHHCKHE OYKBBI M 0003HauaroT 3ByK [D]:
Oanan — [banan], 6apa6an — [baraban].
In the book and workbook Russian letters 56 A¢/ are unlike Latin
letters. It is pronounced like the sound [b].

OO0Beau JUHHUH.

39



OO0Beau OyKBBI.
b b

[IpounTaem cioru ¢ 0ykBoii b:

A6 Ba 06 Bo By V6

WMW.
Ad

ba

40



%W@MMWM.

Bot cobaka.
Cobaka bapboc.

A'Tam Oapa0OaH.

41



BYKBA XX z (xa) [h]

Packpacp OyKBBI.

4 ~

\AA\ )

! B knwure u B retpaau pycckue OykBbl XX L
MOXO0KU Ha JJATUHCKKE OYyKBBI XX (MKC), HO 3ByYar MO-Ipyromy:
xo0xot — [hohat].
In the book and workbook Russian letters Xx Lz look the same
as Latin letters but they sound in a different way.

Oo0Beayn JUHUU.

OO0Beau OYKBBI.

LA

X 0
L

42



Thwiens

ar

@§Q§&§\§§

dyrbss.

[IpounTtaem ciioru ¢ OyKBoul Xx:

Ax Xa Ox Xo ¥Yx Xy

:

43



JTwwens cuoba.

Lboom

WM“M&M.

Bot cobaka Myxa.
Bot por.
Bort HOC.
Tyt yXxo.

A TaM XBOCT.

44




IMocMOTpHY HA KAPTHHKM ¥ MOANMIIM UX.
p

14 14 14 \
KopoBa cow bapan ram Cobaka dog MocT ridge

TpaBa grass KYCT bush OKHO window ABTO car

\

YurtaeMm ¢ppasbl.

1. Bort kopoBa [kapoBa].
Tam Tpaga.
2. Tam kopOBa, a TYT OapaH.
bapan y xycra. Bot kycT.
3. Bot 0kHO [akHO].
VY okHa [yakHa] cobaka [cabaka].
4. A Ttam MOCT.
Ha mocry [macTy] aBTO [afto].

45



Baumanue!

Tpynanblie cioal

OkHO [aKHO]
Koposa [kapoBa]
Cobaxa [cabaka]

ym,w.
N B «c00AKa» U B KOKHO»
CueimmM [a], a mamem «oy.
N B «kopOBay,
Kak B «oxaO0», cisrmmm [a],
a TIUIIIEM <O,
«O» 6e3 y-na-pe-Hu-4

ITpon3HOCUM MBI KaK [a]

[ IIpouuraii ciosa.

MockBa Moscow KocMmoc spaic Tpotyap sidewalk OxHO window

CamoBap firepot  X0Xo0T laughter CopOka magpie BopoHa crow

Koposa cow Cobaxa dog VX0 ear Myxa fly

Hanuimu ciosa.

Lotoom:
forote

46



[Moanuu KAPpTUHKH.

Yxo

MockBa CopoOxka

Xoxor Koposa

Cobaka

ooy
-

47




4 Oopamu enumanue! N\

OH Ona OHo
TOPT TpaBa OKHO
poT KOpOBa aBTO
\_ HoC Myxa yXO0 -

A Kaxkue ciioBa Tbl MOXEIIb T00aBUTH B 3T KOJIOHKN?

W HONUMUM WO ﬂ/WMO (Read the sentences and write

them).

Bot Poman. A tam 6apaban.

Tyt cobaka bap6oc.

Bot yXx0, HOC, XBOCT.

— Ha caxap, bap6oc! BkycHo?

Tam moct. Ha mocty Tpaktop.

48



[ Ipountaem u HONUMMEAL.

/(/_W/ﬁ@&boww/w.

TMWOWM/M.

49



BVKBBI Ee D Un Uii

YEeThIPE

Lesson 4

N %

& (@) [e,je] 25 (9) [e]
Jla () [i] Zla () []

BYKBA Ee ‘e [ie]

Packpacph OyKBBI. 4

-

BN}

! byksel Ee Takue ke, kak E€ natuHckue, HO 3BydaT no-Ipyromy.

Cpasuu: Ea [ieva], Bépa [B’epa].

BYKBa € ACJIacT COrJIaCHBIC ICPEa Hel MSTKUMH.
Cpasuu: Hoc [n0s], Hé6o [n’eba], ner [Nn’et].
The letters Ee are the same as the Latin Ee but they sound in a different
way. Compare: Ega [ieva], Bepa [B’epa]. The letter e softens the

consonants which precedes it.

50




OO0Benu JUHHUU.

Lo Lo S

O0Benu OYKBBI.

C e
ce

Tnseas dnbs

{ Yuraem u 1UMUGAL ciioru u coueranust OyKB.

EM
Me e

Ex &
Ke Je

51



ET

Ec
Ce
Ep
Pe
EB
Ex
Xe
En
He

NERPRIPOLEL P

IIpouuraem cnoBa u HA/UUUUECAL KX,

Het Hem

Hebo

EBa

Metpo

Bépa

ABTOOYC [aftobus]

52



EBa B mMeTpo.
Bépa B aBTOOYCE.
Kot y okHa.
KopoBa Ha Tpase.

AHTOH B MOCKBE.

AHHa Ha YpOKe.

CopoOka Ha BETKe.

BYKBA 93 7 [e]

S8 F

Packpacph OyKBBI.

! bykBBI 9 GoJibIas U J MaJeHbKas HE TIOX0KH

Ha JaTHHCKHC Ee, HO 3By4aT OAMHAKOBO.

The capital - and the small D are unlike Latin E€
but they sound equally.

53



Yuraem.
4

OMMa BKpaH CTPAyC AMY ICKHMO a’po0yc

99 /77/3 - -

OO0Beau JUHHUH.

O06Beau OYKBBI.

7

G G
Tasssess dynds

7

€

Yuraem u 7UULUEAL caoBa.

IKpaH adpO0yC ~ AKCKaBATOP HACKAIATOP

54



MW%
W?/Ofl

OOpaTu BHUMaHue Ha 3TH cJoBa. Hanuim ux u npeaio:xeHus ¢ HUMH.

(OHé) she 277/@
(OHé) it o
(0H) he Fnom

[ W CJIOBA.

55



[ /(ZWML doro.

MockBa MockBa-peka  DKCKaBaTOp 3CKaJ'IaTOp

Caymaem u oTBe4YaeM.

/ 3agaém BOIIPOC a question. \

ITouemy B c1oBe MockBa

MBI ITHIIEM O, a CIBIINM [a]?
Y4UM OTBET:
O 6e3 y-na-pe-Hu-s

IIPOM3HOCHM MBI Kak [a]!
Why do we write O in a word Moscow and hear [a]?

&arn an answer: in an unstressed position O Is pronounced like [a]/

BYKBLI Uu Y (m) [1)] Wi X (i) [j]

Packpach OyKBBI.

VoA Bl 4

! Pycckue 6yksbl Mm u Hif coBceM He IIOX0KH HA JTATHHCKHE GYKBEL.
U 3ByuuT kax [i], a /| 3BYUYHUT ITOYTH KAK [M], HO KPATKO U SHEPTUYHO.
Moii — Mot [Mau]| TBoI1 — TBOU [TBau |
Croii! — OH cTour.

CJIOB, KOTOp}Ie HAa4YMHAKTCA Ha ﬁ OYCHb MAJIO.

Russian letters Mu and Hii are unlike Latin letters. M sounds like [i],

but ¥ sounds briefly and strongly almost like [u].
There are few words beginning with .

56



U
Tansens gnbo.
U
7
w
UM U
Mu A
Ux Ur



Sa3a@aII

Hc
Cu
141

Pu
%0z
Bu
Nn
Hu

N6 W

bu

Ux Ul
Xu Au

An

Yu

cC

Hnc

0]

e cuoba.

Mou

58



TBon
Hx
Mon
TBon
Cron
CnHun
Kpan

! byksa M He TosbKO OyKBa, HO M MAJIEHBKOE CJIIOBO — COIO3 M.
The letter K is not only the letter but a small word — conjunction m.

Yuraem.
Jro Imma u Esa.
Sto VB4 u Tamapa.
IT0 MO¥I Opar 1 cecTpa.

Jhuuers.

59



YuraeMm BMecCTe.

/ bykBa U \

Byksa I — Bau u MnHa,

Huna, Mpa u Mapuna,
14! KapTHHA U UPHUC, a picture, and a butter scotch
N KHHO, 1 MHP U PHC. -

/{%mwuoa,w CIUUUOr U NIOTOM NPOYHTAEM.
byrba U

[ IIpounTaeM CTHIIOK, a moTtom AN UUULGAL ero.

Y KOPOBKHU — Atcow’s q Ww&m -

A
MOPKOBKH. carrots. ::
Y KI/iCKI/I — Atcat’s -
COCI/iCKI/I. sausages. T
Y AHI/I — At Anya’s

I/IpI/ICKI/I . butter scotch.

60



Y I/IBEiHa — At lvan’s

TpH 6aHEiHa. three bananas.
Y HAcC — We have
aHaHEiC. a pineapple.

A y Bac? And you?

[ IIpounTaeM cTHIIOK emié pa3, a morom HA/UUMUECAL, }

4TO y KOro 0bLI0.

Y KOpOBKM —
VY KHUCKH =

V Ann —

Y WBana —
Y Hac —

A’y Bac? =

[ Hanuiure camu, 410 €CTh Yy Bac. ]

=
/W ceds. B He 3a6buH ypoku 1 — oaun, 2 — 1Ba, 3 — Tpu?

[IpounTaeM IOPOKKY CIOTOB CO BCEMU OYKBaMu
u3 ypokos 1, 2, 3.

Ac Oc Yc Ca Co Cy Ba Bo By AB OB VB

Ka Ok Yk Ky Ak Ax Ox Xa Xo Xy ¥x

Ha Anx Ho Hy YH ba bo A6 O6 VYO0 by

Ma Mo My Am OmMm YmM Po Pa Py Op Ap V¥p
Ta To Ty At Or VYT

61



3

VItV SIS IS

62



EITEI I TR I RTINS

63



SRS SRR

Y4um (BMecTe ¢ yuuTejem).

M

Hamm nmanpyuky ycTau.

bl IACAJINA, MBI IUCAJH,

JIxoOMM MBI IIPaBOIMCAHKE.

A ceroas [cusosns| OO CBUAAHUA!

N

~

64



BbI xopoiio yuTaam.

BbI xopouro mucaJju.
Cnacubo!

Vyebrnoe uzoanue

Baagumup BacuabeBuu J[poHos
Baagumup IaBaoBuy CMHAYKHH
AHaTtosmii BukropoBuu TpsnelibsHUKOB

I'PAMOTA U TPAMOTHOCTD

ITPOIINCHU U ITPABUJIA
Ot Aa Ae [a] no fa fs [jal

ITOCOBHME, KOTOPOE YUUT
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